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Miltonvale Park Community Council  

Annual General Meeting Minutes 

 Tuesday March 23, 2010 
 
 
Council members present: Chair Betty Pryor, Councillors George Piercey, Gail Ling, Tamsyn 
Cosh-MacKenzie, Sheila MacKinnon, Walter Carver, and Hal Parker 
Administrator:  Shari MacDonald  
Residents and landowners present: Brian Andrew, Steve Dickieson, Gordon and Mary Carter, 
Robert Turner, Charles MacKenzie, Roger Matheson, G. D.  Wooldridge, Wesley Curtis, Nigel 
Cuthbertson 
 
 

1.  CALL TO ORDER & WELCOME 

 

Chair Betty Pryor called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm, and welcomed those in attendance. The 
Chair reviewed the procedural notes that would be followed for the meeting, assured residents 
that there would be the opportunity for questions, and invited them to partake of refreshments.   
Councillors and the administrator introduced themselves to the residents. 
 

2.  APPROVAL OF AGE,DA 
 
Motion 10-23:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling and seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon 

that the agenda be approved as circulated. Motion carried. 
 
 

3.  MI,UTES OF MARCH 31, 2009 A,,UAL GE,ERAL MEETI,G 

 
 
Motion 10-24:  Moved by Councillor Hal Parker, and seconded by Councillor Tamsyn Cosh-
MacKenzie, that the minutes of the March 31, 2009 Annual General Meeting be approved.  

Motion carried. 
 
No questions or issues arose from the minutes. 
 

4. REPORTS 

 

A. Chair’s Report  

 
Chair Pryor highlighted her report in the meeting package.  She expressed gratitude to former 
Chair Brian Andrews and to Councillors Steve Dickieson and Joe Murphy for their service to the 
community.  
 
It was noted that the North River Fire Department’s annual information meeting will be held on 
April 1, 2010, and that residents are welcome to attend. 
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Chair Pryor noted that there were several copies of the new Official Plan and bylaws available 
tonight for residents, and that their completion was a milestone.  Council and the Special 
Planning Area group both made presentations to the Land and Local Government Commission.  
Chair Pryor regretfully announced that Alfie Wakelin has retired as Development Officer, and 
that the personnel committee is in the final stages of hiring a new development officer.  
Councillor Piercey will make a further report on Water and Sewer issues.  Chair Pryor 
encouraged residents to attend the Canada Day festivities at the community park this summer. 
Council has entered into a six year lease for the community pasture land with the province.  
 
Chair Pryor thanked Kari Coles and Dean Dollar for their work on the flower beds at the 
community signs. Council provided prizes this year for two pumpkin activities as well as funding 
was given to several community groups for projects and to individuals representing the area out-
of-province events. 
 
The EMO committee is actively updating the EMO plan. 
 
Residents were invited to feel free to contact the Council Office, which is open Tuesday 
afternoons and Wednesday mornings, or by appointment, or visit the website if they require 
information. Residents were also invited to attend the monthly Council meetings on the 4th 
Tuesday of each month at 5:00.  
 
Motion 10-25:  Chair Pryor moved and Councillor Sheila MacKinnon seconded the adoption of 

the Chair’s Report. Motion carried. 

 

4. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
i. Planning Board – Planning Board Chair Hal Parker referred residents to the report 

circulated in the meeting package. He noted that the Official Plan received Ministerial 
approval. The subdivision bylaws now enable up to five lots in the agricultural zone 
for residential use, from “existing” parcels.  There were 29 permits issued this year, 
with the addition to the correctional facility being the most significant. Planning Chair 
Parker ended his report by thanking the Development Officer Alfie Wakelin and the 
Administrator for their work. 

 
Motion 10-26: Moved by Councillor Hal Parker and seconded by Councillor George Piercey 
that the Planning Board Report be adopted.  Motion carried. 

 
ii. Water and Sewer – Councillor George Piercey highlighted his written report, and 

noted that Don Aitken, along with Councillor Cosh-MacKenzie and Chair Pryor were 
members  of the Water and Sewer Committee. The Feasibility study, which began in 
2008 was recently completed and was presented to the public in February, 2010.  It 
will provide a good base for planning and development in the future.  Engineering 
firms have recently been contacted to provide designs and cost estimates for servicing 
the Sleepy Hollow area.  A public meeting will be held to share results with residents, 
and obtain their approval for next steps.  There may be hurdles that Council must 
address, and commitment is required from many parties; but Council hopes to satisfy 
servicing needs in that area.  
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Motion 10-27: Moved by Councillor George Piercey and seconded by Councillor Gail Ling 
that the Water and Sewer Report be adopted.  Motion carried. 

 
 

iii. Parks and Recreation/Environment and Community Living – Former Parks and 
Recreation Chair, Councillor Sheila MacKinnon referred residents to the report in the 
meeting package.  Many people visited at the park this past summer. The shelter is 
available for birthday parties and family gatherings.  The ballfield was used three 
nights/week by Cornwall Area Minor Ball and one night weekly by a local men’s 
league. An infrastructure application was made for improvements, which will be 
carried out this summer.   Councillor Cosh-MacKenzie, the new Chair of the 
Environment and Community Living committee noted that Council also intends to 
apply for new funding to develop a walking trail with solar lighting and to resurface 
and fence the basketball court.  

 
Motion 10-28: Moved by Councillor Tamsyn Cosh-MacKenzie and seconded by Councillor 
Sheila MacKinnon that the Parks and Recreation/Environment and Community Living 

Report be adopted.  Motion carried 
 

 
iv. Emergency Measures Organization –Councillor Gail ling noted that Councillors are 

attending Basic Emergency Management Courses. Council approved the 1st reading 
for an EMO bylaw for the community earlier today and the committee continues to 
work on updating the EMO plan. 

 
Motion 10-29: Moved by Councillor Gail Ling and seconded by Councillor Hal Parker that 

the EMO Report be adopted.  Motion carried 
 
v. Queens County Landfill – Chair Pryor turned the chair over to Councillor Piercey to 

outline highlights from the Queens County Landfill Report. Although no meetings 
were held in 2009, one is planned for the near future.  Water testing continues and a 
water sampling report is available for review in the office.  The first phase of the 
finishing for the landfill has been completed, and grassed.  All the tires have been 
removed. The site is used for storage of carts and roll off containers.  

 
Motion 10-30: Moved by Chair Betty Pryor and seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon 
that the Queens County Landfill Report be adopted.  Motion carried 

 
vi. Communities 13, Inc.  – Chair Pryor reviewed the written report of Communities 13, 

Inc. Don Aitken remained as the community’s representative on the Board of 
Directors for Communities 13, Inc.   

 

Motion 10-31: Moved by Chair Betty Pryor and seconded by Councillor Walter Carver that 

the Communities 13 Inc. Report be adopted.  Motion carried. 
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Chair Pryor reclaimed the chair and opened the floor to comments or questions on the 
reports or minutes. 
 

Brian Andrew noted that Alfie Wakelin had been a very competent and successful Development 
Officer for the community.  He also complimented the community on the initiatives taken 
regarding water and sewer.  He questioned if Council could share their plan towards providing 
servicing.  Councillor Piercey responded that Council is waiting for responses for the RFP call, 
for engineered drawings, and a rate study.  Negotiations will be held with the city and options, 
such as hooking to the city or having a lagoon, will be reviewed.  A meeting will be held with 
residents and approval sought to apply for infrastructure funding.  Council must gather all 
necessary information to provide to residents to enable the best possible decisions. 
 
It was also noted that a recent real estate ad noted there was a lagoon on a property for sale off 
the North Yorke River Road, and council should be aware there were issues with the lagoon in 
the past.  Council has already discussed the matter with Environment. 
 
The low –flow toilet rebates were noted as helping to improve the environment. 
 
Charles MacKenzie suggested EMO consider the amount of livestock watered from streams, and 
what might be done to assist farmers if there were a chemical spill. Chemicals could also affect 
wells of homeowners.   It was noted that a deep water (eg. City) well could also affect nearby 
homes and businesses.  
 
Discussion was held regarding well testing in the Sleepy Hollow area. The monitoring wells are 
tested annually in the fall and selected homes are also checked regularly.  Individual property 
owners receive their results.  Council gets the annual report for the monitoring wells.  It was 
suggested that residents could be asked on a volunteer basis to send a copy of their reports to 
Council.  It was also suggested that the Fire Training School is a HazMat centre and could be of 
value to the EMO committee.  Maritime Electric has a list of residences which need power, 
which they keep private, so as not to identify vulnerable people. 
 
At 8:50 residents were encouraged to enjoy a 10 minute refreshment break.  The meeting 
resumed at 9:00 p.m. 
 

 

 

5. AUDITOR’S REPORT A,D PRESE,TATIO, OF FI,A,CIAL STATEME,TS -2009 

 
Finance Chair Gail Ling reviewed the audited report for 2009, from the firm of Bradley Shea 
Handrahan Chartered Accountants. 
 
Motion 10-32:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon, that 

the Financial Statements for the Miltonvale Park Community Council for 2009, as audited 

by Bradley Shea Handrahan, be adopted as circulated. Motion carried. 
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6. PROPOSED BUDGET A,D APPROVAL OF ESTIMATES - 2009 

 
Finance Chair Ling reviewed the proposed revenues for the 2010 year, as presented in the budget.  
She noted that residents are able to vote to approve the expenditures.  If the expenditures 
presented in the 2010 budget are accepted, no increase in tax rates would be required for 2010.  
Councillor Ling outlined the anticipated revenues of $258,530, and noted that the expenditures 
for Facilities and Public Properties would be deferred until the end of the expenses. 
 
Motion 10-33: Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor George Piercey, that 

“General Administrative” expenditures of $41,980 be approved.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion 10-34:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Walter Carver, that the 

“Fire Protection” expenditures totaling $43,330 be approved.  Motion carried. 
 
It was noted that this represents a cost of $0.07/$100 of assessed property value (unchanged). 
 
Motion 10-35:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Tamsyn Cosh-
MacKenzie, that the “Planning and Zoning” expenditures of $15,100 be approved.  Motion 
carried 

 
Motion 10-36:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon that 

“Community Development” expenditures of $6900 be approved. Motion carried. 
 
Motion 10-37:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon, that 
the “Professional Services and Memberships” expenditures of $11,275 be approved.  Motion 
carried. 
It was noted that the Council intends to go to tender for accounting services this year. 
 
Motion 10-38:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor George Piercey, that the 

“Public Works” expenditures of $45,650 be approved.  Motion carried.  
 
Motion 10-39:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon that 
the “Recreation and Parks” expenditures of $69,975 be approved.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion 10-40: Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor George Piercey that the 

Community of Miltonvale Park repay the long term debt of $85,406.23 (value as of April 1, 

2010) to the Province incurred as the community’s contribution to Communities 13 Inc. 

Motion carried. (3 nays). 
 
Concerns were noted with the timing of the repayment, especially with the planned servicing 
project. Residents felt that the savings in interest would be beneficial. 
 
Motion 10-41:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Sheila MacKinnon that 
the “Facilities and Public Property” expenditures of $24,320 be approved.  Motion carried.   
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Motion 10-42:  Moved by Councillor Gail Ling, seconded by Councillor Tamsyn Cosh-
MacKenzie that the total expenses budgeted for 2010 be $258, 530, with a net income of 

zero. Motion carried. 
 
 

7. PROJECTED TAX RATED FOR 2010 

 

Council intends to keep the tax rates at $.0.14/$100 non-commercial assessment and at 
$0.80/$100 commercial assessment.  This will be voted upon at a Special Council meeting to be 
held immediately following the Annual Meeting. 
 

 

8. ,EW BUSI,ESS –Issues or Concerns from Residents 

 

 
Park – It was noted when one resident rented the park on a Sunday last summer, the gate was 
wide open upon his arrival.  He expressed appreciation for the use of the facility. Council also 
noted the significant contributions of Joanie and Jeff MacKinnon to the Park.  It was suggested 
that the Council look into providing a tourism/roadside directional sign for the park.  Councillor 
Cosh-MacKenzie will investigate this idea. 
 
Correctional Facility – The addition to the facility was discussed.  It was noted that numbers 
housed at the facility are not expected to increase; rather, the addition will allow for better 
segregation between weekend and long-term residents. 
 
Appreciation - Appreciation was expressed to the Council members who put in many hours of 
work for the Community of Miltonvale Park.  Chair Pryor also expressed thanks to the 
administrator. 
 

9.  ADJOUR,ME,T 

 
 
Motion 10-43: Councillor Gail Ling moved the meeting be adjourned, and Chair Pryor declared it 
so, at 10:00.   

 

 
________________________    _______________________ 
Chair       Administrator 
 
________________________ 
Date Approved 
 


