
2009 Parks and Recreation Committee Report –Sheila MacKinnon, Chair (2009) 

Environment and Community Living Committee (2010) – Tamsyn Cosh-MacKenzie 

 

Students Jessica MacKinnon and Nick MacDonald were re-hired for the summer of 2009 
through the provincial “Jobs For Youth” program to deliver the recreation program at the 
park.  Students who are interested in working at the park for the summer of 2010 are invited 
to contact the Council Office to apply for these positions. 

Approximately 1000 “people-hours” of park visitation were recorded during the nine weeks 
(about 485 hours) of the summer program. About half of those people-hours occurred on the 
well-attended Canada Day.  Although on some days there were up to twenty children using 
the park,  there were 13 days with 3 or fewer people-hours attending.  Overall the park was 
not used by as many people as in the previous year.   
 
Summer staff suggested that some of the regular users were more involved in other summer 
camps (Cadet/CARI/swimming programs/ private family camping).  As the regular attendees 
age, they also find the park and activities less age-appropriate or interesting.  As well, several 
parents expressed growing concerns with the dangerous walking conditions, due to speeding 
cars and the increase in heavy machinery on the road. The students also suggested possible 
improvements, including the purchase of a jungle gym and a slide, lowering the basketball 
nets, and providing organized evening activities, such as obstacle courses or races. 
 
The park was used for occasional family gatherings, and parties by the residents, and as well, 
hosted another successful Canada Day celebration.  Residents can use the park for parties and 
gatherings by making reservations with Joan MacKinnon at 368-2365. 
 
The ball diamond was regularly used three evenings weekly by Cornwall and Area Minor 
Ball, and one evening per week by a men’s league. 
 
The shelter is a focal point of the park. New flooring was installed in 2009, and greatly 
improved the look of the shelter.  A stove was also purchased last summer.  
 
A funding application was made in the summer of 2009 to the Island Community Fund, and 
subsequently to the Recreation Infrastructure Canada Fund to make significant upgrades to 
the park including the following: three bleachers, 12 shade trees, a 6-ft outfield Fence and 
improved drainage and leveling for the ball filed, four picnic tables, leveling for the soccer 
field, soccer goals and nets, a pergola (or gazebo), four team benches, a commercial garbage 
can, a 6 –ft slide, basket board backboards, a new flagpole and moving the storage building.  
These are now planned for the spring and summer of 2010. 
 
Funds remaining from the province’s Community Support Recreation Program 2008 
contribution were used to subsidize another session of yoga classes at Milton Community 
Hall in the spring of 2009.   



The Bursary Program for residents’ children, which allows parents and guardians to be 
reimbursed for up to $50 per child per year towards the costs of extracurricular lessons, 
classes or activities, saw another successful year with $2530 granted to Miltonvale Park 
families. 

The Parks and Recreation Committee in 2009 consisted of Councillors Sheila MacKinnon, 
Joe Murphy, Steve Dickieson, Brian Andrew (ex-officio) and Resident Joanie MacKinnon. In 
2010 this committee will be reconfigured within the new Environment and Community 
Living Committee, chaired by Tamsyn Cosh-MacKenzie. 
 
Park plans for the upcoming year include completing the upgrades to the fields with 
bleachers, benches and increased shade options.  As well, Council will be making another 
funding application to create a 0.6 km walking trail with solar lighting around the perimeter of 
the park, well away from the busy traffic.  The application will also request that the basketball 
court be fenced and resurfaced, a bike rack be installed and a new community park sign be 
erected.  As well, the Work Experience PEI program, through the Central Development 
Corporation may assist the community to provide five benches,  a Doggie bag dispenser, 
wooden frames to hose garbage cans, install posts for solar lighting and make a flower box for 
a community sign. 
 
 
 


