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Miltonvale Park Community Council Special Meeting 

MINUTES 

 Tuesday, August 9, 2011  7:30 p.m.   

 

Present: Acting Chair Walter Carver, Councillors Hal Parker, Gail Ling, Sheila 

MacKinnon; Administrator Shari MacDonald 

Plus residents, landowners and guests  

Regrets: Councillors Tamsyn Cosh-MacKenzie, George Piercey; in the audience as 

private citizen Betty Pryor 

Acting chair Walter Carver called the meeting to order and introduced exp 

engineering consultants Derek French and Todd LeBrech, who noted that they would 

take question at the end of each section and requested that people use the 

microphone provided. 

The attached presentation, discussing environmental concerns and need for 

servicing, the council motions, highlights of the draft agreement, and the proposed 

servicing area, was delivered. 

It was noted that all residents over 18 would be able to vote at the August 15th 

meeting.  

Some questions that were answered included: 

Residents would not become a part of the City. Residents would not be forced to 

connect to the servicing. There would be a cost to hook up and then an ongoing rat 

cost for the service.  This is the most affordable option to the servicing issues in that 

area of the community. Servicing issues include the relatively dense populations, 

smaller lots, poor soil conditions, age of septic systems. 

The contractor for the Community would install the system to the property lines, the 

system would be tested, and water sampled, then connection could occur. With a 

typical septic installation, a new sewer lateral would be installed on the high side of 

the septic tank, closer to the home, and the existing septic system would be 

decommissioned (pumped, add 4-5 gallons of gravel, fill tank with clay, and destroy 

the cover or fill in. A backflow prevention valve needs to be installed. The water line 

is copper and would go into the house where the present system goes in, and can go 

in a common trench, although there is a 2 m separation at the road, in case digging is 

required in the future.  It is more cost effective to do the installation of both at the 

same time, approximately $25-30 foot for both were prices obtained today. The 

average cost for a home 50 ft from the property line would be about $3000-3500 for 



Community of Miltonvale Park                                                           Special Council Meeting Minutes 

Page 2 of 3                                    APPROVED September 27, 2011                                         August 9, 2011 

both and to decommission septic and well. It is not possible to hook up water and 

keep your well due to cross contamination issues.  Lines can be installed through an 

underground drill, and flexible copper pipe can be used. 

Meadowvale Park – There would be no intrusion onto individual lots. Pipes would be 

intercepted near the current lagoon. Residents would not be individual customers of 

the City. Fees would be included in their rents.  Costs to decommission the lagoon 

are not yet determined as tests need to be competed. Connecting to the City’s 

sewage collection and treatment is the most economical way to solve current issues 

with the quality of effluent not meeting today’s standards.  It may cost an additional 

$55-70/month for residents to cover rates from the City and the costs to the owner for 

construction and decommissioning. Residents of Meadowvale Park do not have to 

pay the connection fee directly, sewer costs would most likely be metered. The 

owner of the park faces capital costs – manholes, pipes, decommissioning the 

lagoon ($250,000 -$1 million). The residents would have no initial outlay, but costs 

would be amortized. 

There will also be a tax increase, approximately four cents/$100 assessment to cover 

the cost of fire hydrants, for properties in the serviced area. 

Morley Foy from the Department of the Environment, Energy, and Forestry noted that 

the owner of Meadowvale Park must develop a plan to come into compliance, and 

that upgrades should be looked at in the future so that standards are met, and this is 

one opportunity to solve the problem using partnerships.  

It was noted that the age of many of the septic systems in the area are 20-25 years 

old. The exp engineer noted if he lived in the area, he would connect to both services 

if the option was available. Older sewer systems can negatively impact the water 

quality (coliform and bacteria). Monitoring wells around the landfill site monitor for 

metals. Studies suggest that the direction of flow of the water underground is not 

near the residential area. It was asked if just installing sewer would solve future water 

issues. City water is chlorinated, and monitored and tested weekly.  The former 

landfill is not the only reason the project is proposed. 

To decommission a well, the pipe is cut below grade, filled with bentonite, gravel and 

sand fill the well and it is capped. The approximate cost is $250.  For an indoor well, 

the pump would be pulled and the well filled with benonite/sand and capped. 

Island Waste Management Commission has committed in 2000 to pay residents in a 

prescribed area $700 hook up allowance once they connect to the system. 

The purpose of the vote on the August 15th is to allow the community to spend 

approximately $250,000 on water and sewer servicing. 
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Resident comments included that Heather Drive needs this servicing, that a resident 

in Meadowvale Park considers this proposal as the lesser of two evils, but is not 

happy about having to pay more.  

Pending a favourable vote, the project could start August 21-November 18, and have 

all pipes installed and tested. It may be too late to establish growth, so area may 

need to be covered with straw mulch for the winter and landscaped in the spring. 

A resident noted this was a “sweet deal” for the City who would get the system for $1, 

and would charge our residents a premium. The timing was seen to be now – the 

contractor pricing is good. 

Gerry Moore from Island Waste Management Corporation (IWMC) explained the 

$700 allowance/ property for water hook up, once they have been connected to the 

system. 

Contractor Derek French reviewed the funding and noted he had never seen a 

budget like this which would require no financing by the community, although it would 

face annual hydrant maintenance costs which would be paid through an increased in 

taxes levied in that area. 

A comparison chart of utility rates for other municipalities was displayed.  

The City would require that a meter be installed, at the residents’ expense. There 

would be a $50 fee on the first water bill for the meter.  

Home Insurance rates in the area may be reduced to reflect the proximity of fire 

hydrants.  As well, electrical costs, pump maintenance, and UV bulbs could also be 

lessened or eliminated. 

It was reiterated that the vote on the expenditure for the Community Council would 

be held on August 15, 2011.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 

 

________________________   __________________________ 

Chair        Administrator 

 _September 27, 2011________ 

Date approved 


