
Answers to Some Questions Raised in the Community Survey: March 13, 2021 
 

Council and Staff would like to thank all those who took part in the Community Survey. It is always good to 
have feedback from residents, landowners and those who are interested in the Municipality. There were 
many questions and themes raised in the survey, and here are some answers will hopefully share some 
helpful information. Please feel free to reach out to Councillors or staff with any questions you may have 
about municipal activities and processes.  

 
Q. Are children’s play structures included in the number of accessory buildings I can have? 
 
A. No, according to Section 3.1.2.vii of the 2019 Development Bylaw, an ornamental structure does not require 
a permit. Ornamental structure means a structure of less than 20 m2 (215.8 ft2), erected with no foundation or 
footings and no connection to utility services, and which serves no purpose other than for the aesthetic value 
and/or delight of its user, such as a gazebo or a play structure. This definition excludes any structures used for 
storage. 
 

Q. How much notice is required for Public Information Sessions for the Official Plan and 

Bylaw Information Sessions? 

A. The Planning Act requires specific notice for the Public Meeting of Council before the proposed Plan is 

adopted by Council. This meeting requires two newspaper ads, at least seven clear days before the Public 

Meeting, and is the meeting where the proposed final plan is presented to residents. This meeting is scheduled 

for April 22, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.   

The Municipal Government Act and the Municipality’s Procedural Bylaw require 24 hours notice of special 

meetings of Council, which are to be advertised on the municipal website and a poster at the Municipal Office. 

The Public Information sessions were not considered Special Meetings of Council. Regularly scheduled 

meetings (e.g. Council’s regular 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 and Planning Board’s 2nd Wednesday at 

6:30 p.m.) are posted on the municipal website and at the Milton Community Hall, as required. They are also 

posted on the four Municipal Noticeboards/Welcome signs. 

The Public Information Sessions scheduled for February 16, (storm date -Feb.18) had no legislated requirement 

for notice. Promotion of the Public Information sessions was given through Facebook (multiple times – e.g. 

Miltonvale Park Residents Group (Feb 3, 12, 15, 16) as well as the Rural Municipality of Miltonvale Park, and 

Milton Community Hall pages, and the CAO’s municipal account), Twitter, emails to approximate 150 residents 

(Feb 4 & 12), 7 posters (printed on Jan 29) distributed throughout the municipality, 530 newsletters delivered 

to mailboxes and homes throughout the municipality between Feb. 12-15, and posted online on Feb. 11, 

specific posts on the municipal website in late Jan/early Feb, outdoor signs on Milton Community Hall and at 

Rte. 2 (Feb 8), and a newspaper ad in The Guardian on Feb 10, as well as announcements during municipal 

events and classes in February. The meeting was also posted on the Calendar sections of the hall and municipal 

websites on Jan 23, 2021. 

Q. What about the future of the Meadowvale Community Mini-Home Park? 

A. The Mini-Home Park is privately owned and operated. The Municipality has no knowledge of any plans or 

discussions to close the park. The water and sewer systems were recently connected to municipal servicing to 

make it more sustainable, and it is the municipal expectation that it will continue to exist for the foreseeable 

future. 

 



Q. Where could a Mini-Homes be placed in Miltonvale Park? 

A. Mini-homes are currently permitted in the Residential Manufactured Housing Park Zone (MHP) and in the 

A1 (Agricultural Zone). They are not a permitted use in the Residential (R1) or Serviced Residential (RS1) Zone. 

There are few undeveloped lots, if any, currently available in the R1 zone (Miller, Hiddenview, and Osprey). 

There are some undeveloped lots in the RS1 zone (Sleepy Hollow Area). The A1 Zone covers most of the 

municipality, so mini-homes are welcome in most of the municipality.  

Mini home means a pre-manufactured dwelling unit having a maximum width of 5.0 m (16.4 ft.) and that which 
is not on a foundation. Mini homes are substantially assembled in a manufactured plant, designed to be 
transported as one integral unit and placed on a lot for year-round occupation, not including appurtenances 
such as porches, entries, etc. 
 

Q. Is there a Generator at the Milton Community Hall? 

A: The municipality installed a generator at the Milton Community Hall in 2012. The hall is the municipal 

Emergency Warming Center. 

Q. How are Council, Mayor and Planning Board selected? 

A. Councillors and the Mayor are voted to office by adult residents in elections which are scheduled for the first 

Monday in November every four years. The next election is November 7, 2022. According to Miltonvale Park’s 

Procedural Bylaw, the Mayor may establish and appoint standing and/or ad hoc committees, including Planning 

Board. Appointments to Committees and Planning Board are confirmed by votes of Council. 

The Municipal Government Act was enacted in December 2017 and brought many more regulations and 

requirements for municipal Councils. A new way of holding elections was introduced, with nomination periods, 

advance and full-day election polls replacing Community Election Meetings.  At the last election, November 5, 

2018, there were 863 voters on the voters’ list.  Of these, 186 electors voted (37 advance and 149 on election 

day) for a voter turnout of 21.55%.  

 

Q. Are there Picnic Shelters at the Community Park? 

A. There are many picnic tables at the Miltonvale Community Park (413 Sleepy Hollow Road), with plans to 

construct more this spring. There is also a gazebo at the park, and a 24x24 park shelter building which can be 

used by residents. It has an awning under which several picnic tables can be placed. The Park also includes 10 

newly planted fruit trees, a basketball court, children’s playground, tennis/pickleball court, recreational soccer 

field, with a cricket pitch, dog park, ball field and a 600 m walking trail. 

Q. What about Solar Panels and the large solar panels on the Loyalist Road?  

A. Development in Miltonvale Park is regulated within the municipality, through the Zoning and Subdivision 

Control (Development) Bylaw, and the Official Plan. The most recent version of the Bylaw was adopted in July 

2019, after two public meetings to gather feedback from residents. Two amendments were approved in late 

2020 and early 2021 (a rezoning to commercial, and changes to the regulation regarding the Commercial Use of 

a Residential Property).  

Development Bylaws are drafted by a professional planner who guides the municipality through the process, as 

mandated by the Provincial Planning Act. Council approves the Development Bylaw through five resolutions at 



two separate meetings, and the Bylaw comes into effect after it is approved by the Minister of Agriculture and 

Land. Council, residents, and landowners are expected to follow the Bylaws. 

 One change introduced in July 2019 was to allow the Development Officer to administer ALL permit 

applications and subdivisions that conform to the regulations of the Bylaw. Council approval is only required 

for variances (which are only allowed for certain exceptions to the rules); Bylaw amendments or Rezoning 

Applications (changes to the rules themselves) or special applications where the rules do not apply. This change 

helped to make the administration of the Development Bylaw more efficient. If an application is “as of right” 

(meets all the requirements in the Bylaws) then permits are issued. The Development Officer can still refer 

applications to Council as necessary (e.g. if the rules are unclear). Another goal of this change was to allow a 

landowner to easily know what is, and is not, permitted on their land, as it is clearly outlined in the bylaw.  

There are provisions in the bylaw for both a reconsideration by Council, or an appeal to the Island Regulatory 

and Appeals Commission (IRAC) if people are dissatisfied with a planning decision. There are also provisions in 

the Bylaw to amend the Bylaw if changes are required. Applications are considered under the Bylaw in effect 

when they are submitted, unless the applicant requests their application be held in abeyance and considered 

when an imminent bylaw amendment is adopted.   

Permit 2020-24, to erect a 10'x108.4' Private Utility Structure (Photovoltaic Solar Array) was issued on July 15, 

2020 as the application met all the requirements in the Development Bylaw.  Ground mounted solar panels are 

considered a structure, and when for private use, they are considered a private utility. Clause 4.17 specifically 

waives any height restrictions for solar panels.  Section 4.24 of Miltonvale Park’s Development Bylaw notes 

that Public and private utilities and utility-related buildings or structures may be located in any zone and no 

zone standards shall apply. Zone standards include setbacks found in specific zones.  In the Agriculture (A1) 

Zone, where Permit 2020-24 was issued on the Loyalist Road, the required setbacks for a building are 50 feet in 

the front or rear yard and 15 feet in the side yard from any property line. Even though solar panels are 

currently exempt from the setback requirements, and are a structure, not a building, the installation at 999 

Loyalist Road at the nearest point to the neighbouring property is 24.7 feet from the side lot line and the 

furthest panel is 51.6 feet from the side lot line. It is over 53 feet from the front property line and also exceeds 

the 50-foot setback from the rear property line. This development meets or exceeds all requirements of the 

municipal bylaws.   

 A permit was issued; therefore, the property owners have the legal right to develop their property.  

Both the Provincial regulations and Miltonvale Park’s current Bylaws do not consider viewscapes, property 

values or effects on existing businesses as being “detrimental”; therefore, these concerns are not considered 

when permits are issued or appealed. 

Definition from Miltonvale Park bylaws: 
Detrimental means an impact suffered in person or property pursuant to the Subdivision and 
Development Regulations prescribed under the Planning Act R.S.P.E.I. 1988, c. P-8. 

Definition from the Provincial Subdivision and Development Regulations (page 4-5) 
f.3. “detrimental impact” means any loss or harm suffered in person or property in matters related to public 

health, public safety, protection of the natural environment and surrounding land uses, but does not include 

potential effects of new subdivisions, buildings or developments with regard (i) real property value; (ii) 

competition with existing businesses; (iii) viewscapes; or (iv) development approved pursuant to subsection 

9(1) of the Environmental Protection Act; 



As is their right, neighbouring property owners have appealed Council’s approval of permit 2020-24 to IRAC. 

Written submissions from Council, the Developer and the Appellants have been received by IRAC who will 

make a ruling on the appeal, in due course.  

Further discussion regarding specific regulations about solar energy systems will be held as the planning review 

process moves from the more general Official Plan to the specific requirements of the Development Bylaws. 

Q. Why Are Planning Board Minutes not on the Website? 

A. Planning Board Minutes sometime contain sensitive information pertaining to residents; therefore, Council 

has chosen to not publish them on the municipal website. They are available by written (or emailed) request to 

the Council Office. Council meeting minutes which are available on the website after they are approved, 

contain much of the information in the Planning Board Minutes, although Council Minutes may include less 

detail. 

Q. What is the “Special Planning Area” and how does it affect Miltonvale Park?  

A. In 1993, the Province amalgamated municipalities adjacent to Charlottetown, including Winsloe, to form a 

new larger Charlottetown, and wanted to encourage development within the newly formed city, and to protect 

the agricultural land outside this area. Lands around the City which do not have municipal water or sewer are 

severely restricted in the number of lots which could be subdivided for further development. While this has 

protected the rural nature of Miltonvale Park, it has made it very difficult to buy a lot to build a home in the 

municipality. The Consultants prepared this document for Planning Board which discusses some considerations 

for the Special Planning Area regulations: https://miltonvalepark.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SPA-

policy-decisions-v2-copy.pdf 

 

Q. Where Can I Find Out More? 

A. Provincial Subdivision and Development Regulations, including the Special Planning Regulations (Section 

63 and begin on page 52).- https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/p08-3-

planning_act_subdivision_and_development_regulations_1.pdf   

Planning Act - https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/legislation/planning-act 

Municipal Government Act https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/sites/default/files/legislation/m-12.1-

municipal_government_act.pdf 

Bylaws of Miltonvale Park https://miltonvalepark.com/municipal-information/bylaws/ 

Contact the Miltonvale Park Council Office:  

902-368-3090  admin@miltonvalepark.com (CAO Shari MacDonald)  

902-368-3090 develop@miltonvalepark.com (Development Officer Michael Olubiyi)  
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