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Rural Municipality of Miltonvale Park 
Official Plan and Development Bylaw Review 
March 8, 2021 – Update to Planning Board 
 
Issues and Recommendations – Official Plan 

 
1. OVERVIEW OF ASSESSMENT 
Based on the engagement to date, including the survey and the public consultation sessions on February 18, 2021, it is clear that, 
generally, support for the goals and priorities from the previous official plan have not shifted dramatically. A few items stood out 
as having taken on slightly more prominence since 2016, notably relating to housing choice and affordability, and renewable 
energy. Additionally, there was some discussion of an interest in additional recreational opportunities, including in the more rural 
part of the municipality. More details on the first engagement exercises are available in the accompanying summary of What We 
Heard report. 

Based on what we heard at the sessions in February, supplemented by our own review and research, we have identified areas of 
the official plan that warrant updates, adjustments, or new policies. We have organized the presentation of those areas in three 
categories – for information (although of course comment is always welcome), for information and comment, and for information 
and direction. 

2. FOR INFORMATION 
 

Content Type Nature of Change Current Status 

Technical and 
background 
information 

• Mi’kmaq history has been added, based on the Memories of 
Miltonvale Park book. 

Looking to verify the information 

• Updates to the descriptions of land uses, and background 
description of the municipality and community. 

Looking to verify, filling gaps 

• Statistics – updates to demographics, other census data Mostly complete, finalizing and 
verifying 

• Commercial Land Uses – update to description and 
overview 

Largely complete 

• Former Landfill Site - additional information has been added 
for future reference 

Complete 

General Order 

 

• Rearranged organisation somewhat, with the Land Use Map 
objectives at the end and slightly different presentation of 
the various plan policies and plan actions 

Will finalize after directly on other 
items. 

Policies • Reframed some plan actions for clarity, particularly being 
more explicit about the creation of zones for different uses 

Will finalize after directly on other 
items. 
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3. FOR INFORMATION AND COMMENT 
Type of content Nature of Change Current Status 

SPA • Description of the SPA framework in S.2, clearer language 
throughout plan actions to clarify intent and approach 

Mostly complete, will be finalized 
after direction. 

Current Land Uses • Additional language re recreation and trails Considering adding a description 
of the Community Pasture, more 
description of feedback from 
engagement 

Background Information • Added Hazards and Climate Change sections Will get feedback from Climate 
Change Secretariat 

Community Goal • Moved some of the current state descriptions to the 
background portion of the Plan, added language 
regarding pressures for rural lots. 

Largely complete  

Residential Policies • Reference to architectural harmony - Little clarity on 
criteria, evaluation, standards, etc. 

Perhaps add a few more words 
around context of the 
consideration of architectural 
harmony 

• Re-arranged and added basic plan actions to create zones 
and intent of each zone 

Will review approach and 
structure once all policies are 
confirmed 

• Add policy/option to educate and track energy efficient, 
sustainable, accessible housing developments 

Largely complete 

Agricultural Policies • Add plan action for buffers between new R1 
developments adjacent to existing livestock operation 

Largely complete 

Tourism Uses • Clarified and added detail on tourism operations, 
distinguishing between in-home vs hotels/motels 

Largely complete 

Renewable Energy • Expanded to reference other forms of renewable energy Will be finalized after direction 

Active Transportation • Adding policies re connectivity via parkland dedication 
where possible 

Largely complete 

Environmental Objectives • Forest Cover Still verifying 

• Clearer language re GHG emissions Largely complete, some 
refinement to come 

Waterfront Development • Adding requirements and actions re properties in 
potential flood risk areas, building on recent practice 

Will get feedback from Climate 
Change Secretariat 

Future Land Use Policy • Will be re-arranging, adding more complete coverage of 
all zones. Really meant to highlight translating policies to 
map, other plan actions and policies should be in the 
subject matter policy category. 

Some refinement to come 

Future Land Use Map • Residential uses – we generally don’t distinguish between 
different types of residential on the future land use map 

Will be finalized after direction 
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4. FOR INFORMATION AND DIRECTION  
 

Type of content Nature of Change Current Status 

SPA • Confirm alternate approach rather than 
default SPA 

Hybrid. Recommend more explicit in choosing an 
alternate approach and how that approach meets 
the objectives. 

• R1 zone and number of lots Not specified, as compared to A1 zone where max 
4 lots permitted. 

• Commercial and Industrial uses and new 
lots 

Not specified, as compared to A1 where max 4 lots 
permitted, but OP currently mentions no new non-
resource commercial or industrial uses will be 
permitted. 

General note on impact: by permitting a consistent number of new lots, potential impact on 
fragmentation of agricultural land and loss of rural character is somewhat greater than with the 
default SPA rules, given household sizes average 2.3 people and the number of new lots is set at 4 in 
the A1 zone. 

Social Objectives • Policies to promote social interaction and 
healthy lifestyles are missing 

Interested in Planning Board’s ideas for goals and 
policies to promote social interaction. 

Residential • Mini-homes - should they be permitted 
more broadly to promote affordability, i.e. 
in the MHP zone outside of a park, or in 
R1 (unserviced) zone? 

Only permitted in a manufacture housing park and 
A1 zone 

 • Modular Homes and standards/options 
for B&Bs, STRs, accessory apartments 

Currently distinguished from SUD in some of what is 
permitted. 

 • Multi-unit residential Policy currently permits where appropriate but not 
listed anywhere in bylaw. 

Also questions regarding density in serviced area, 
seniors housing, co-housing and other housing 
options – perhaps a Planned Unit Residential Zone, 
either pre-zoned or zoned via amendment. 

 • Grouped Dwellings Not explicit enough to give clarity – opportunity to 
consider this. Perhaps meant to refer to 
manufactured housing parks, but this is an 
opportunity to consider something else. 

 • R1 Zone  Added option to rezone for new R1 zones – where 
not productive Ag land. For discussion. 

Accessory Apartments • Clarity on the intent of accessory 
apartments and whether permitted in 
MHP zone or in modular dwellings 

OP says in single detached dwellings or in accessory 
building to a single detached dwelling, although 
bylaw does not permit in SUD in MHP. 
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Lot Sizes and Rural 
Character 

• Confirming intent for different lot size 
standards for R1 vs residential lots in A1 

• R1 standards are generally provincial minimum 
standards, with slightly larger minimum 
frontage 

• A1 starts at 1 acre 

Designations on Map • RS1  More space designated in advance where likely to 
expand? 

 • R1 More space designated in advance where likely to 
expand? 

 • MHP More land designated for this? 

 • PURD Create a new flexible PURD zone, either pre-zoned 
or by amendment – to allow for grouped dwellings, 
senior-friendly housing, co-housing etc 

 • Open Space Relates to missing content on Community Pasture – 
content to update and include long term intentions 

 

Additional Considerations – Department of Environment 

Type of content Nature of Change Current Status 

Environment Dealing with erosion control 
projects along the North River (if 
applicable)  

Will examine more closely as part of discussion on 
waterfront development.  

Does the municipality want to allow 
excavation pits, recycling facilities 
within the municipality? 

Excavation pits are permitted, requires a permit. S. 
4.11 

Recycling facilities – defined, not listed as permitted 

Does the municipality want to 
consider protecting any forested 
areas which occur outside of the 
regulated buffer zones but near 
streams as wildlife/parkland areas? 

Bylaw just relies on Provincial watercourse/wetland 
setbacks.  

Some municipalities go wider for additional 
protection. This idea of wider buffers did come up 
during the public sessions, although the question of 
parkland gets into buffer vs parkland, private vs 
public uses. 

 

5. NEXT STEPS 
As we receive direction and feedback from Planning Board on the items listed above, we will continue to revise the 2021 draft of 
the official plan.  

As we transition to Phase 3, we will begin to adjust the Development Bylaw to reflect the revised Official Plan and identify specific 
areas in the Bylaw that warrant more detailed public discussion as we prepare to return to the public at the end of March.  


